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ENGL 2330, Whalen 
 

Submit Your Own Discussion Questions 
 

Twice during the semester, each student will submit four discussion questions based on 
the assigned reading. Your questions should be open-ended (not have a yes or no 
answer), specific to the pages assigned in Stable Weight, and require classmates to 
think beyond surface-level understanding of the text. Good questions often allow 
classmates to present their own ideas about the text or why the author chose to 
construct part of it the way she did. Here are some examples of questions that do not 
meet the requirements:  

• What do you think about _______?  (too vague) 

• What happened after __________ ?  (factual question about plot) 

• Is the author correct in saying that life in America turns out to be more difficult 
than her parents thought it would be?  (yes or no question) 
 

Here are some examples of questions that meet the requirements. (These are from Kao 
Kalia Yang’s The Late Homecomer. You’ll create your own for Stable Weight).  

• On pages 189-190, the author describes an experience she has with a ghost. 
Why do you think she included this experience in a memoir about transitioning to 
life in America?  

• On pages 189-190, the author describes an experience she has with a ghost. 
Explain why you think the ghost was or wasn’t real. Provide evidence from the 
text to support your answer. 

• What examples of foreshadowing does the author provide about the ghost in 
chapter 8? 

• Why do you think the author included excerpts from the letters she wrote to her 
grandmother (for example, the letter on page 146)?  

• What role(s) do Yang’s letters to her grandmother play in shaping the narrative 
(e.g. the letter on page 146)? 
 

In forming your questions, you might consider the following:  

• Something you didn’t understand, such as a metaphor, image, or choice the 
author made 

• Something in the text that frustrated you 

• A literary element(s) that applies to the text (e.g., foreshadowing, metaphor, 
scene versus summary, symbol, characterization, alliteration, imagery, tone, 
allusion, point of view, etc.) 

• A theory have you developed to explain a challenging portion of the text; pose 
your theory to see if classmates agree 

• Something in the text you’d like to know more about 

• Something in the text that is like or unlike your experience. 
 

You will receive full credit for this assignment if your questions meet the requirements 
listed above, if you ask at least two of them during class discussion, and if the questions 
you ask prompt thought-provoking discussion about the assigned text. 
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