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ENGL 1150, Whalen        
 

Stranger in a Strange Land Essay 
 

In Stable Weight, author Lisa Whalen describes times where she felt like a stranger in a 
strange land (e.g., as a tourist in Israel, a new student at Rockbrook Elementary, etc.). 
Select an experience from your life in which you felt like a stranger in a strange land. 
Then, write an essay that meets the requirements below. 
 
Requirements:  

• Compare and contrast your experience of being a stranger in a strange land with 

one or more experiences from Stable Weight 

 

• Provide at least three full pages (minimum; there is no maximum length 

requirement) of essay content. 

 

• Include a clear thesis that indicates how your experience and its effect(s) on you 

is/are like and unlike Whalen’s. 

 

• Use concrete details to describe significant people, places, and events from your 

experience. 

 

• Include at least three quotes or paraphrases from Stable Weight to support 

claims you make about your experience or Whalen’s. 

 

• Cite all quotes and paraphrases correctly in MLA style. 

 

• Organize your essay so that it is logical and supports your thesis. 

 

• Use transitions that show the relationship(s) between one idea and the next.  
 

• Use first- or third- person point of view, no second-person point of view. 
 

• Include a Works Cited page with an entry(ies) in correct MLA style. 
 

• Format your essay like this: 
o Double-space the entire essay; do not include extra white space between 

paragraphs 

o Indent the first line of each paragraph by hitting the Tab key 

o Use 12-point Ariel or Times New Roman font 

o Include a page number on each page 
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o Center at the top of the first page a title for your essay that is more specific 

and interesting than “Stranger in a Strange Land Essay”  

 

Due Date: Submit your essay to the appropriate D2L dropbox by the due date listed in 
the syllabus course calendar. 

 
Grading Criteria for Final Draft: 
 

Skill Demonstrated 
Proficient 

(A/B) 
Adequate 

(B/C) 

Needs 
Improvement 
(D or lower) 

Introduction grabs readers’ attention and 
introduces important background/context 
information 

 
  

Thesis is clear and easy to identify; indicates 
how the writer’s experience and its effect(s) 
are like and unlike Whalen’s 

   

Quotes or Paraphrases: Essay includes at 
least three quotes or paraphrases from Stable 
Weight 

   

In-Text Citation is correct according to MLA 
style 

   

Concrete details are used effectively to 
describe people, places, and events 

   

Organization is apparent, logical, and 
appropriate to the topic 

 
  

Creativity and critical thinking are evident in 
the essay’s content 

   

Analysis is included; the essay goes beyond 
mere recitation of facts 

   

Paragraphs include sufficient support for the 
main idea(s), are unified and organized 
logically 

   

Transitions are used to connect ideas; are 
elegant and effective 

 
  

Creativity is evident in how the experience is 
conveyed 

   

Works Cited page includes an entry(ies) in 
correct MLA style 

   

Grammar and Mechanics are correct  
 

  

Total 40 Points 
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