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English 1150, Dr. Whalen 
 

Literary Criticism Analysis Essay 
 
Assignment (OPTION 1): Choose one form of literary criticism we’ve studied and write an 
essay in which you explain how its characteristics appear in Stable Weight. (The forms of 
literary criticism we’ve studied include deconstruction, ethical, feminist/gender, formalist, 
Marxist, historical, psychoanalytic, or postcolonial). 
 
Assignment (OPTION 2): Select one of the texts we’ve read so far and write an essay in which 
you compare and contrast how that text and Stable Weight exhibit characteristics of one form of 
literary criticism we’ve studied. (The forms of literary criticism we’ve studied include 
deconstruction, ethical, feminist/gender, formalist, Marxist, historical, psychoanalytic, or 
postcolonial). 

Requirements  

• Write four full pages of essay content (minimum; there is no maximum length limit)  

• Include a clear thesis. Your thesis should explain how the element(s) of literary criticism 
you’ve chosen provides a more in-depth analysis of Stable Weight.  

• Include quotes and/or paraphrases from three or more passages in Stable Weight that 
support each claim you make.  

• All quotes and paraphrases should be cited correctly in MLA style.  

• Organize your essay logically so that it supports the thesis.  

• Use transitions to show the relationship(s) between one idea and the next.  

• Use first- or third-person point of view, no second-person point of view.  

• Create a Works Cited page with an entry(ies) in correct MLA style.  

• Use correct formatting:  
o Double-space the entire essay; do not include extra white space between 

paragraphs  
o Indent the first line of each paragraph by hitting the Tab key  
o Use 12-point Ariel or Times New Roman font  
o Include a page number on each page  
o Center at the top of the first page a title for your essay that is more specific and 

interesting than “Theme Analysis Essay”  

Due Date: Submit your essay to the appropriate D2L dropbox by the due date listed in the 
syllabus course calendar.  

Grading Criteria for Final Draft:  

Skill Demonstrated 
Proficient 

(A/B) 

Adequate 

(B/C) 

Needs 

Improvement 

(D or lower) 

Introduction grabs readers’ attention, presents 
important background/context information, and 
presents the essay’s thesis  
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Essay Content defines clearly and concisely 
the form of literary criticism applied 

   

Essay Content consists almost entirely of 
analysis, summarizes only when absolutely 
necessary 

   

Essay Content demonstrates complex thought 
and a creative approach to conveying analysis 

   

Essay Content demonstrates deep 
understanding of literary criticism and the text(s) 
written about 

   

Thesis is clear and easy to identify; explains 
how the form of literary criticism applied 
appears in Stable Weight (and one other text for 
Assignment Option 2) 

   

Organization is apparent, logical, and 
appropriate to the topic 

 
  

Central Focus (thesis) unifies the essay  
 

  

Paragraphs include sufficient relevant support 
for the main idea(s) 

   

Paragraphs use the MEAL Plan or are unified 
in another way 

   

Transitions used to connect ideas are elegant 
and effective 

 
  

Quotes are relevant, chosen carefully, and 
incorporated correctly (sandwiched); 
paraphrases are appropriate and correct 

   

In-Text Citations follow MLA style    

Works Cited Page follows MLA style    

Third-Person Point of View is used 
consistently; no first- or second-person point of 
view is included 

   

Grammar and Mechanics are correct  
 

  

Total 50 Points 
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